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“Any book that helps a
child to form a habit of
reading, to make
reading one of their
needs, is good for
them.”
Maya Angelou

A Message from Julie
Attendance
We have had a great start to the year. We believe attendance at school is
important for students to get the most from their education and life success. Please
remember to contact the school or your child’s classroom teacher if your child is
going to be absent. If you require some support with getting your child to school
each day please come and see me as I am more than happy to assist.
Hats on
Our Hat Policy takes affect this term. All children are expected to have a school hat
that they will wear outside during P.E. and break times. If a child does not have a
hat or loses their hat they will need to pick an inside play activity during the break.
To ensure your child is able to participate in P.E. and play during break times please
label your child’s hat clearly with their name and class.
Staffing Update
Congratulations to Natalea Jenkins who has won a Curriculum & Learning Leader
position at Hewett Primary School for 2020. We are pleased to announce Skye Miller
is now our JS Wellbeing Leader for 2020.
I would also like to welcome our new teaching staff to our school – Lydia
D’Ambrosio (Room 42.2) on Wednesdays & Thursdays and Melanie O’Rielly (Room
42.5) and encourage families to introduce yourselves to them.
Consent Forms
A number of forms have been sent home over the past few weeks. Please be
vigilant in signing these and returning them to your child’s class teacher. You should
have received notes for – Local Walks, ICT, Dojo /Seesaw consent and Photo
permissions.
Assemblies
Our Assemblies this year, will continue to be held on Wednesday afternoons in
Weeks 3, 6 & 9. We continue to reflect on all that we do with the aim to be even
better. This has lead us to explore ways of building our ‘Junior School-ness’ with our
community families. As a result we are now celebrating assemblies as a whole
Junior School in the school gym. Please note the new time- 2.30pm. Hope to see
you all there!!!!
We look forward to working together with you to support your children to be the best
learners they can be in 2020.

Kind Regards,
Julie Stockdale- Head of Junior School

DIARY DATES………
WEEK 6
Clean Up Australia
Monday 2nd March
Junior School Assembly
Wednesday 2.30pm in Gym
PUPIL FREE DAY- SCHOOL CLOSED
Friday 6th March
WEEK 7
ADELAIDE CUP –PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Monday 9th March
SVL Bonding Day
Thursday 12th March
Week 8
Interview Week
Harmony Day & National Day of Action
Against Bullying & Violence
Friday 20th March

Ph. (08) 8522 2622
Barnet Road, Evanston,
South Australia 5116

HOME READING
Home Reading will continue this year with nightly recording in our new Junior
School Reading Diaries. It is fantastic to see the nightly efforts from our students
and families. Please remember to fill in the reading record every night!
Thank you all for your support!!!

MEET THE
STAFF
Hongrui Chen
Students call me AKA Sensei, Aka in
Japanese means red and it’s the
colour that symbolises my passion in
teaching. I graduated from the
University of South Australia where I
specialised in Japanese, Humanity
and Social Science. I have lived in
Adelaide for seven years, English is
my second language and Japanese
is my third language. I have always
enjoyed learning new things and I'm
always excited to challenge myself. I
have had a range of teaching
experiences with different schools
based in the Northern Area and I
have always enjoyed working with
children and young people. I believe
teaching is more than transmitting
knowledge, it is about inspiring
students to discover their purpose
and potential.
I enjoy spending time with my family
and my dog. I enjoy music in my
spare time. I listen to different music
genres and I play guitar. I enjoy
being outside and playing soccer
with my dog. I sometimes watch
footy with my family and as my dad
is a big fan of Port Adelaide I go with
him to watch the game.
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PARENT/TEACHER INTERVIEWS
We will be conducting parent-teacher interviews during week 8 of this
term. Interviews will be 15-20 minutes long and are on Monday 16th
March to Friday 20th March. Thursday night will be our later finishing
night.
Interviews offer an opportunity for all parents, students and teachers to
discuss
•
learning progress
•
relationships with other children individually or in groups
•
development of responsibility for learning
•
ways to work together to support progress at school
This year we will once again be using the online system (School
Interviews). A note will be sent home with the website, code details and
instructions later this week.

EXPLICIT DIRECT INSTRUCTION (EDI)
Prior to the start of the year, a number of staff attended Professional
Development on Explicit Direct Instruction (EDI). EDI focuses on delivering the
curriculum in well-crafted lessons designed to help students learn. This will be
one of our focus areas for 2020.
Benefits of EDI include increased oral language development, frequent
opportunities to check understanding, an inclusive approach which also
enables differentiation, and providing students with effective feedback.
One of the main components of an EDI lesson are Student Engagement Norms.
These norms focus on reading, vocabulary use, listening, speaking and
remembering. See image below.
See the next newsletter or contact Learning Support for more information
about Student Engagement Norms.

LIFE EDUCATION BUS

Life Education wants young people to live safe and healthy lives. The Life Education Bus visited the Junior School last
week. Each class had the opportunity to experience the unique, fun and exciting Mobile Learning Centre. The
Centre incorporated a combination of Samsung technologies, star studded ceilings, engaging learning experiences,
movies and more! They covered topics such as body knowledge, safety, nutrition, relationships and more. Healthy
Harold the much loved Life Education giraffe mascot was a highlight.

Life Education goals:
 Build AWARENESS of the topic or issue(s) covered
 Encourage REFLECTION on how the topic or issue affects the students
 Share KNOWLEDGE that students need to make informed decisions
 Help students identify and develop response STRATEGIES
 Help students to develop the SKILLS and confidence that they need to apply those strategies on a
day to day basis.

Social and Emotional Learning
Social and emotional learning begins at birth and is first experienced in the family home.
Throughout their lives children learn from parents and caregivers as a teacher and role-model
for the social and emotional skills they need in their world.
The Australian Curriculum outlines theses social and emotional skills as Personal and Social Capabilities which
are to be taught in every school across Australia. As parents you play an important role in enhancing this learning
at home.
Tips for talking to your child to help build social and emotional competencies:
‘Hunt for the specks of gold’. AT THE END OF A SCHOOL DAY ASK THEM TO SHARE WITH YOU ‘3
GOOD THINGS’ THAT HAPPENED TODAY. YOU MAY NEED TO START WITH ONE AND BUILD UP
TO THREE. YOU MAY NEED TO PROMPT AN ANSWER BY SAYING; ‘WHAT WAS A GOOD THING
THAT HAPPENED AT RECESS TODAY?’ ‘WHAT WAS A GOOD THING THAT HAPPENED DURING
MATHS TODAY? ‘HOW DID SOMEONE HELP YOU TODAY?’ ‘HOW DID YOU HELP SOMEONE
TODAY?’ ‘TELL ME ABOUT SOMETHING YOU FOUND HARD/CHALLENGING TO DO AND YOU
PERSISTED?’
Often when we ask ‘how was your day?’ children choose to tell us about the things that went wrong or
they didn’t like or they couldn’t do. This strategy helps students to start a conversation in a positive way.
It also helps children to see that a problem did not necessarily happen for the whole day.

