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“The beautiful thing
about learning is no-one
can take it away from
you.”
BB King

A Message from Julie
Classroom Learning
It is great to see everyone focused and learning in classes. Students have caught
up with their peers on a social level and are settling well into class routines.
Even though we are doing extremely well here in South Australia, it is important that
we maintain and abide by SA Health's social distancing regulations. We are grateful
for everyone's understanding with having to drop off and pick up your children at
the front gate. The students have accustomed to this really well and have
demonstrated a high level of resilience.
Our site improvement work has continued with teachers and students working
extremely hard around reading. It is important that children continue to read every
night and talk about the book with an adult.
Student Safety
I would like to request that parents and children use the new emu crossing when
entering the school from the front gate. The council has installed the crossing to
keep our children safe. The legal requirement for cars is to stop at the crossing to
allow students and families to cross safely. Please help us to keep all of our students
safe as their safety is of paramount importance to us. Also remember to use the
crossing to our gates as the entry point rather than jaywalking across the road. It is
very dangerous for children to be developing these habits.
School Uniform
Now that the winter cold and wet weather is here, please remember to dress your
children in school uniform. This includes our school colour code windcheater jackets
and jumpers. Please note that hoodies are not part of our school uniform. If they
need to wear non-colour code jackets for warmth then they need to have no large
logos or other slogans on them please. Remember to always use a marker to NAME
all jackets and jumpers (which often get taken off during the day) so clearly named
items will make it easier to return to you. We currently have a lot of lost property in
the front office.
Remember Friday is a School Pupil Free Day
This Friday is our Pupil Free Day and staff will be attending on-site training session
around Aboriginal Education and Inclusive Education Support Program. Teachers
will be working with Sharon Edwards, Primary Project Officer-Aboriginal Education.
Early next term we will continue our work with Sharon to develop our understandings
at using Learning Design to plan a culturally responsive reading programme.

Kind Regards,
Julie Stockdale- Head of Junior School

DIARY DATES………
WEEK 6
PFD
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PUBLIC HOLIDAY
Monday 8th June
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Literacy News
by Kerryl Dale

MEET THE
STAFF

Lydia D’Ambrosio

Hello!
My name is Lydia D’Ambrosio
and I am new to GDC this year.
Previously I have worked at
Northfield Primary where I was a
Performing Arts teacher, as well
as a classroom teacher of Year
5. This year, my main role is
teaching a wonderful class of
4/5 students in class 42.2, two
days a week. On the days that I
am not in 42.2, I am often here
as a relief teacher which means
I get to teach in a lot of different
classes and get to know so
many students in the school! I
have really enjoyed being a part
of the GDC community where I
have been warmly welcomed
by the staff and students. I love
watching children grow and
achieve, and being a part of this
process is what makes teaching
such a rewarding career.
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This year’s Book Week theme is
‘Curious Creatures, Wild Minds’
and to align to this each class
has been given a wild creature
to represent them in the new
Home Reading data window.
Each week as the creatures
move children excitedly watch
outside the window hoping their
creature will creep the highest.
Reading to someone at home each night is an invaluable tool that
costs nothing and research has repeatedly proven increases a child’s
reading ability.
This is reflected in our own data with the students who consistently read
at home also achieving at or above benchmark for reading ability.
Our task as teachers and parents or caregivers is to ensure our young
people have the best opportunity to learn to read. When they reach
high school, they will need to be confident, efficient readers with
strong comprehension skills to achieve success.
for your continued support
in helping our students achieve this goal.
Let’s…..

Class rooms across the school made some amazing crafts to
go along with the story. The tiaras created ‘divas’ all across
the Junior School.
National Simultaneous Storytime this year was a lovely event this year a welcome glimpse at normality
when other events have been postponed or cancelled.
Students participated in listening to the Diva-lightful story by Lucinda Gifford. A language rich book with
limitless literacy learning possibilities.
Whitney and Britney Chicken Diva’s will now be available for borrowing in the library and with 5 copies you
shouldn’t have to wait long.
A big shout out to our small committee led by Rachel Coomber. Thank you to Rachel, Ros and Peta for
making the learning a little brighter.
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WELLBEING
by Skye Miller

Wellbeing Newsletter -Attendance
Every Day Counts, It's Not OK to Be Away!
Regular attendance at school is very important for your
child's learning and social development. Good
attendance is 93% and above. Of course, sometimes
children are sick and need to stay home to get well and that's OK! But other than that, children need to be
at school as much as possible to ensure the BEST
opportunity for learning.
Absence Notification
It is a requirement of the Department for Education that accurate records of student absences and explanations of
the absences are kept by the school. If your child is going to be absent from school, you must provide notification
as soon as possible. There are a number of ways you can let the school know about the absence:
 Notify absence via the DayMap Parent Portal. The school will receive a notification with the information
you have submitted.
 Call the school on 8523 2400. Follow the relevant prompts. When leaving a message, please advise your
child’s name, class, reason for absence and expected duration of absence.
 Write a note in your child’s diary. Your child can show this note to their homecare teacher.
Please feel free to contact me to discuss any matters of concern ‘no matter how great or small’.
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Literacy Leaders
Teachers in the Junior School are working on a range of Literacy goals to continue our
commitment to delivering best Literacy practice.
In the Ochre building teachers have been building resources on varying aspects of
comprehension and fluency. They have been watching videos, engaging in professional
reading and planning a series of learning activities to support student development in
reading.
In the Blue building teachers have been continuing their growth in delivering guided reading
and literacy blocks. They have also been introducing personalized reading goals for
students.

Michaela Selway & Katherine Prime

Learning Support
By Michaela Selway

Do you know what happens with when teachers apply for additional funding for your child?
At the end of last year the Department started a new process where teachers are required to write an
application for additional funding for students under different categories. These categories include:
Environment and physical access
Health and personal care
Curriculum, pedagogy, assessment and reporting
Communication
Behaviour
Social capability and safety
If your child requires additional support at school, staff will contact you to fill in some paperwork and request
permission to lodge an application with the Department.
When these applications are written they are then submitted to a panel within the Department for
review. Funding is then allocated based on the skills/support that is required. You will receive an email from the
Department letting you know of the outcome.
Whilst we have been largely successful in our applications since this process began, staff have been doing
training to learn more about this process. This includes what an application looks like, what happens during a
panel and how to review feedback from the panel. This will be continued on the Pupil Free Day in Week 6.

