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“There is no substitute
for books
in the life of a child.”
Mary Ellen Chase

A Message from Julie
Reports
Our teachers have put in a lot of time and effort into providing families with an
accurate report that outlines student’s effort and knowledge across all curriculum
areas for the first two terms of the year. Teachers have used student learning evidence
that they have been able to gather so far this year, to determine student progress for
the mid-year reports. As you are aware with the COVID-19 situation some students
attended school while other students learnt from home. Teachers have made their
best judgements for grading based on the learning evidence that they have for
individual students. Please note that due to the COVID-19 pandemic, reports have
been adjusted, taking into consideration loss of time and therefore the amount of
curriculum covered to date. Once you have received reports, you are welcome to
make a time to speak to the teacher if you have any concerns or questions.
Lost Property
We currently have a huge amount of clothing that has been lost throughout the
school. I would encourage families to pop in (social distancing must be observed)
and check for any clothing that their child may have lost throughout the term. I
would also ask that parents clearly label items for easy identification.
Choir
The Festival of Music is another school event that has been changed for this year. The
Festival of Music team have made the decision not to go ahead with the concerts at
the Festival Theatre in Term 3 this year. In 130 years of history, the Festival has only
ever paused for world wars! This is of course disappointing for our 2020 Festival choir
students, however, the Department for Education Festival of Music committee will
instead be creating some different opportunities that we will be part of towards the
end of Term 3. We are looking forward to promoting these details soon. We are
continuing to learn the repertoire of songs and are sounding good! Hopefully we will
have the opportunity to perform for our school community later in the year.
The staff of our Junior School have done an amazing job over the past two terms.
They have continued to provide a safe and supportive learning place for the
children of our school and I am super proud of them all. As the holiday break draws
closer, I know you join me in thanking them all. We are looking forward to some down
time with our families and then re-energised for the next term. Our Term 3 will be filled
lots of great learning and lots of children at school every day.

Kind Regards,
Julie Stockdale- Head of Junior School

DIARY DATES………
Week 10
Semester1 Reports Go Home
Thursday 2nd July
Last Day of Term
Friday 3rd July- 2.15pm

Term 3
First Day of School
Monday 20th July
Gawler and District
College B-12
Facebook
Join up and get
up-to-date alerts
and information.

Ph. (08) 8522 2622
Barnet Road, Evanston,
South Australia 5116

Aboriginal Education News
by Kerryl Dale

MEET THE
STAFF

Sarah O’Driscoll
Hello,
I’m Sarah O’Driscoll and I have
been fortunate to be here at
GDC since the start this school
year. I have really enjoyed being
here and meeting all the
fantastic staff and students. I
love teaching and have been
working as a teacher for 5 years.
Prior to teaching I was a Police
Officer with SAPOL and worked in
both country and metropolitan
areas and also taught a safety
program in schools for 7 years. I
have a degree in Social Work
and have worked as a social
worker with Families SA, Sapol
and the AFP. I have two children
aged 13yrs and 9yrs who keep
me busy. I love spending time
with friends and family or just
being at home cooking and
watching movies.
I’m looking forward to the rest of
the year here with you all.
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Gawler & District College B-12 JUNIOR SCHOOL
is now accepting enrolment enquiries for vacancies
in all year levels, especially Reception, in 2021.
We strongly encourage families who know of
others wanting a place in Reception,
or other year levels in 2021,
to enquire with our Front Office.

Literacy News
by Kerryl Dale

Literacy Hub.

The
Decoding

As a school we are always wanting to improve our knowledge and quality of teaching practice. One area
we are always working on is teaching students how to read and whilst reading is something many of us take
for granted, it is a very complex process.
Our staff continue to support each other and our students in this learning journey and to include you we
would like to share some of the aspects of our daily learning to read happenings. One of these is Decoding.
Knowing how to decode is an integral part to learning to read that once mastered gives you the ability to
essentially read even the most complex words.
Decoding requires knowing the 44 sounds of English, the 26 letters and many letter combinations that
represent the sounds and how they work together in different ways. For example oa – as in goat, ow – as in
know, oe – as in toe, o_e – as in home and ough – as in though.
We hope this has given you a small peek into your child’s literacy learning.

Writing spotlight
We would like to highlight some of the amazing texts our students create. Each
Newsletter we will include a writing sample from and R-2 Student and a 3-6 student.
This time we have an entry from Year 3-6 :

Healthy food is better than junk food
By Joseph Muriti
I strongly believe healthy food is better than junk food because it is healthier, it
tastes nicer and helps you to grow.
Firstly, I firmly believe that it is healthier because it comes from a plant and not from
a factory, it is good for your teeth and because it has vitamins and fibre which is
good for you.
Secondly, I believe that healthy food is tastier then junk food because it is juicy, it
tastes sweeter and it isn’t sour like some lollies.
Thirdly, you need healthy food to concentrate at school, to help you grow and to
be healthy.
In conclusion, I think that healthy food is better than junk food because it is
healthier, because it tastes nicer and helps you to grow. I strongly encourage you
to eat heathy food.

Junior School Photo Day
TERM 3
18 AUGUST
Advanced Life Photographer order envelopes are
being sent home this week.

FRIENDLY SCHOOLS
WHAT IS SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL LEARNING?
Social and emotional learning is the process of developing and practising social and emotional
understandings and skills. The understandings and skills can be grouped into five key areas.
o SELF-AWARENESS SKILLS
o SELF-MANAGEMENT SKILLS
o SOCIAL AWARENESS SKILLS
o RELATIONSHIP SKILLS
o SOCIAL DECISION-MAKING SKILLS
SELF-MANAGEMENT skills enable us to handle and direct our emotions in appropriate ways. This involves:
 managing our emotions so they don’t stop us from effectively dealing with situations and pursuing our goals
 striving to achieve our goals despite difficulties
TIPS FOR SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD TO DEVELOP SELF-MANAGEMENT SKILLS:

Demonstrate how to use ‘I statements’
‘I feel….. when you….. and what I would
like is …’

“I feel hurt when you won’t let me join in
your game. I would like to play with
you and have fun together.”

Locate and print off positive quotes
that can be the families ‘go to’
phrases……

“If it’s to be, it’s up to me.”
Or “Effort matters.”

Encourage, model and support
your child to eat healthy, exercise
regularly, get enough sleep and
develop positive self-talk.
Encourage your child to create a list
and then choose a strategy to try…..

Take deep breaths. Go for a walk or
a run. Talk to a friend, teacher, parent,
family member or neighbour they
trust. Play a game they love. Draw.
Write. Listen to calming music.

Read stories or poems together
that have a focus on feelings
and highlight how the characters
manage their feelings.

eg Settle Petal by Peta Tooley,
for anxiety

Our Friendly Schools Implementation Journey
The implementation of Friendly Schools is structured to
provide a staged process to not overwhelm busy
schools. Each Friendly Schools’ stage builds upon the
others in a continuous and iterative manner. The
Friendly Schools Implementation Road Map guides
schools through the whole school implementation
journey, from getting ready to reviewing and sustaining
outcomes. It provides a visual representation of the five
stages of implementation, divided into a series of 14
steps outlining sequential actions to guide school teams
though the process.

FRIENDLY SCHOOLS
Dear Gawler and District College Families,
My name is Michelle Othams and I am really excited to be taking over for Olga Vildoni as the Friendly
Schools Coordinator for the Gawler and District College until the end of the year.
The Friendly Schools Initiative addresses the social and emotional learning of young people and the
essential understandings and skill development to reduce bullying in schools. This is achieved formally,
through explicit classroom teaching and learning strategies, and informally through the development
of a whole-school culture and organisation.
Through this initiative we aim to build family – school partnerships to:






Foster positive attitudes and a friendlier school
Develop a safe and happy environment for children
Encourage open communication about bullying
Let children know that bullying is unacceptable behaviour anywhere in the community
Provide consistent messages and use common language when talking about bullying at home
and at school

When schools and families cooperate to respond to specific bullying incidents, a positive outcome is
more likely. Cooperation between schools and families show the children involved that the school and
families are commited to resolving the problem collaboratively, in an open and consistent manner.
I look forward to working with staff, students and families to further develop an environment where your
children feel safe and supported; allowing them to give their best to their learning.
Prior to stepping into the Friendly Schools Coordinator role, I was a classroom teacher for over 15 years,
working in the Barossa Valley Partnership and northern suburbs schools. I have been a Student
Wellbeing Leader and had leadership roles in STEM, HASS and the initial implementation of the
Australian Curriculum.
I will be based at the Gawler and District College on Thursdays for the rest of the year and really look
forward to meeting and supporting you and your children with the implementation of the Friendly
Schools program.
Please feel free to contact me through the front office if you have any questions or need support in
any way.
Kind Regards,
Michelle Othams
Friendly Schools Coordinator for Sandy Creek PS,
Gawler PS, Evanston Gardens PS, Williamstown PS
& Gawler and District College B-12

WELLBEING
by Skye Miller

We have noticed an increase in students arriving to school after 8:40am and want to emphasise the importance of
students being at school on time. School starts at 8:40am every morning and students need to be in their class so
that they can start their lessons promptly.

There are many benefits your child will gain from arriving on time to school and class.
Did you know?

The likelihood of success in learning is strongly linked to strong participation in school programs which is
linked to arriving on time.

It is very important for children to develop habits of arriving on time at an early age, beginning from the
time they start school.

Some Gains for Your Child Arriving on Time for School and Class:







Makes sure that your child doesn’t miss out on the important learning activities that happen early in the
day when they are most alert.
Early morning learning activity is often reading or writing your child can lose so many opportunities to
learn these critical life skills.
Helps your child to learn about routines and commitment.
Gives your child time to greet their friends before class and this can reduce the possibility of disruptions
in the classroom.
Class disruption can make your child feel uncomfortable and can upset other children.
Arriving on time every day makes children feel good about themselves

We do understand that there are occasions when students are unavoidably late due to unforeseen circumstances
and if you are finding it difficult to get your child to school on time, we can support you with this. Please reach out
so that we can work through any barriers together 😊

Room

Week 3
Assembly

Award Winners

41.1

Connor, Spencer, Maia & Ryleigh

41.2

Audrina, Noah, Lilly & Emma

41.3

Jasper, Athina, Hope & Skylaa

41.4

Layton, Atheena & Jaxon

41.5

Seth, Jacob, Aliah & Zackereye

41.6

Chelsea, Cody, Oakley & Kaleb

42.2

Amelia, Aiden, Brandon & Leon

42.3

Giovanni, Aston, Lilly & Zaac

42.4

Luke, Harrison, Kaitlin & AJ

42.5

Robert, Edward , Hayden &
Crystal

4.11

Ben, Chelsea & Bella

4.12

James, Johnny, Emma & BellaRose

